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TENNESSEE COMBINED MESSAGING                 
DEMONSTRATION PROJECT
MORE COPS. MORE STOPS.
TALKING POINTS AND FACT SHEET 


More Cops. More Stops. to Make Tennessee’s Roadways Safer

· Tennessee law enforcement will be out in force checking for seat belt usage, drinking and driving, texting while driving, speeding and other traffic safety violations. 

· Law enforcement is cracking down on the most basic and important highway safety laws across Tennessee. 

· Tennessee is one of two states teaming with the U.S. Department of Transportation’s National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) on an important national demonstration project to test the effectiveness of a new combined high visibility enforcement campaign. 

· Research shows that high visibility enforcement works. Combined with greater public awareness, we can save thousands of lives!


Cracking Down on Impaired Driving
· Twenty-seven percent of those killed on Tennessee’s highways during 2010 involved drivers or motorcycle operators with a blood alcohol concentration (BAC) of .08 (the legal limit) or above at the time of their deadly crash.

· Teens and young adults are particularly at risk. In 2010, 35 percent of 18-to 34-year-old fatalities in Tennessee motor vehicle crashes involved a driver or motorcycle operator with a BAC of .08 or higher.


Wearing a Seat Belt Can Save Your Life – Especially at Night

· Using a seat belt use is the single most effective way to protect people in vehicle crashes. 

· Nationally, in 2010, there were 22,187 occupants of passenger cars, trucks, vans and SUVs killed in motor vehicle crashes, and 51 percent of fatally injured passenger vehicle occupants were NOT wearing seat belts at the time of the fatal crash.

· More than 700 passenger vehicle occupants were killed in Tennessee motor vehicle traffic crashes in 2010, 58 percent of whom were NOT wearing their seat belts at the time of the crash.   

· In 2010, 10,647 passenger vehicle occupants in the U.S. were killed in motor vehicle traffic crashes at night (6 p.m. to 5:59 a.m.) in 2010. Of those killed at night, 61 percent were not wearing seat belts (compared to 42 percent of passenger vehicle occupants who were killed while riding unrestrained during daytime hours of 6 a.m. to 5:59 p.m.)

· Sixty-two percent of young adult passenger vehicle occupants in Tennessee, ages 18-to 34, who were killed in crashes were not buckled up.


Distracted Driving

· Distracted driving claimed nearly 3,100 lives and led to an estimated 419,000 people injured nationally in 2010.

· According to the Virginia Tech Transportation Institute (VTTI), text messaging creates a crash risk 23 times greater than driving while not distracted.

· Text messaging is of heightened concern because it combines three types of distraction – visual, manual and cognitive.  In other words, texting involves taking your eyes off the road, your hands off the wheel, and your mind off the task of driving.  


Speeding

· In 2010, 22 percent of the highway fatalities in Tennessee occurred in speeding-related crashes.

· Teens and young adults continue to practice risky behavior on Tennessee roadways. In 2010, 33 percent of the 18 to 34 year olds who were killed in motor vehicle traffic crashes in Tennessee were involved in a speeding-related crash.


* According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration. 
All numbers and percentages referencing belted or unbelted fatalities are based on “Known Usage.”
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