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HALLOWEEN CAMPAIGN                                                                               
SAMPLE TALKING POINTS
SOCIAL NORMING VERSION

· Don't turn the drive home into a “trick” this Halloween by driving drunk, even if you think you only have a “buzz on.”  Remember, Buzzed Driving is Drunk Driving.
· The scariest part of Halloween isn’t the spooky costumes and scary pranks.  It’s the fact that too often impaired drivers don’t plan ahead and end up making the roads scarier than a midnight horror movie.

· Drunk driving is one of America’s most often-committed and deadliest crimes. In 2010, [insert number for your state] people were killed in traffic crashes that involved at least one driver or motorcycle rider with a blood alcohol concentration (BAC) of .08 grams per deciliter or higher.

· Halloween can be a particularly scary night due to the high number of drunk drivers on the roads. In 2010, 41 percent of all highway fatalities across the nation during the Halloween period (6 p.m. Oct. 29 to 5:59 a.m. Nov. 1) involved a driver or a motorcycle rider with a BAC of .08 g/dL or higher.

· That is why this Halloween [Local Organization] is urging all drivers to keep the party off the road.  If you feel “buzzed,” you should not be behind the wheel.  You don’t have to feel drunk to be too impaired to drive…Buzzed Driving is Drunk Driving.

·  No matter who you are, drunk driving has scary consequences.
· Not only do you risk killing or injuring yourself or someone else, but the trauma and financial costs of a crash or an arrest for driving while impaired can be significant.

· Drunk driving violators often face jail time, the loss of their driver’s license, higher insurance rates, and dozens of other unanticipated expenses ranging from attorney fees, court costs, car towing and repairs, and lost wages due to time off from work.

· Don’t let your Halloween end with an arrest…or worse, death.  Plan before you go out, and remember, whether you’ve had way too many or just one too many it’s just not worth the risk.

· Impaired drivers who fail to plan ahead, turn the roads into a real-life horror show.  A few simple tips to avoid a drunk-driving nightmare:
· Plan a safe way home before the festivities begin;
· Before drinking, designate a sober driver;
· If you’re impaired, take a taxi, call a sober friend or family member, or use public transportation so you are sure to get home safely;
· Use your community’s sober ride program [insert your local sober ride specifics here]; and
· If you see a drunk driver on the road, contact your local law enforcement.

For more information visit: www.TrafficSafetyMarketing.gov.  8777a-072512-v1
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