July 4th 
Sample Op-Ed
Enforcement Version 
(_____) Words


Note:  Before filling in the names of the organization and organization spokesperson, you MUST contact them to obtain their permission to use their names in this Op-ed, and you must get their approval for the language used in their quotes, and any changes or additions they may require.  Only after this is done can you send out the Op-ed.

Surge in Law Enforcement Will End in Arrest 
For Impaired Drivers This Fourth of July 

With a rise in alcohol-impaired driving during the summer season, especially around the Fourth of July, the holiday is one of the deadliest times of the year on our nation’s roadways. 

According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, motor vehicle traffic crashes killed 392 people during the Fourth of July holiday period in 2010 (6:00pm July 2- 5:59am July 6.)  Of those fatalities, 39 percent were in crashes that involved at least one driver or motorcycle operator with a blood alcohol concentration (BAC) of .08 or higher. Tragically, 46 percent of the alcohol-impaired driving fatalities were 18 to 34 years old. 

To help make our roadways safer and prevent fatalities this July 4th, [Local Law Enforcement] will be out in full force to arrest impaired drivers as a part of the “Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over” enforcement crackdown. 

[Local Law Enforcement] will show zero tolerance for those driving impaired this July 4th and throughout the year. Violators face the risk of jail time, the loss of their driver licenses, higher insurance rates, and dozens of other unanticipated expenses from attorney fees, fines and court costs, car towing and repairs, and lost time at work. 

Impaired driving is one of America’s deadliest crimes. Nationally, more than 10,000 people were killed in impaired-driving crashes in 2010, accounting for 31 percent of all traffic-related deaths in the United States.  That’s an average of one alcohol-impaired-driving fatality every 51 minutes. While these numbers are staggering it doesn’t include the hundreds of thousands who were injured. 

Impaired driving is even more fatal at night. During the July 4th holiday period in 2010, the proportion of alcohol impairment among drivers involved in fatal crashes was almost five times higher at night (6pm to 5:59am) than during the day (6am to 5:59pm). In fact, more than 80 percent of alcohol-impaired driving fatalities took place between 6 p.m. and 5:59 a.m., during the July 4th holiday period in 2010.    

It’s simple to change these statistics—don’t drive impaired, and don’t let your loved ones get behind the wheel after drinking.  

Preventing an arrest, a crash, or even worse, a fatality, is simple— just plan ahead. Contrary to popular belief, planning ahead does not mean you can’t still have fun. Take responsibility and make a decision to keep you, your loved ones, and everyone else on the road safe by designating a sober driver or making arrangements for other transportation before the fun begins. 

To help ensure you and your loved ones have a safe July 4th, NHTSA offers these tips when planning a celebration:

· Plan a safe way home before the fun begins;
· Before drinking, designate a sober driver;
· If you’re impaired, use a taxi, call a sober friend or family member, or use public transportation;
· Use your community’s sober rides program [Insert your local sober ride program specifics here];
· If you happen to see a drunk driver on the road, don’t hesitate to contact [Local Law Enforcement];
· And remember, “Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over.” If you know friends who are about to drive or ride while impaired, take their keys and help them make other arrangements to get to where they are going safely. 

For more information about how the “Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over” enforcement crackdown, please visit www.nhtsa.gov/drivesober.  
-END-



image1.jpeg
s
T

GETPULLED OVER
—~—




