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Note:  Before filling in the names of the organization and organization spokesperson(s), you MUST contact them to obtain their permission to use their names in this press release. You must also get their permission for the language used in their quotes, and any changes or additions they may require must be made before distribution of the release.

 
[LAW ENFORCEMENT ORGANIZATION] Joins Nationwide “Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over” Crackdown to 
Reduce Impaired-Driving Fatalities


Impaired drivers beware.  [Law enforcement agency] is launching an intensive “Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over” enforcement crackdown to get tough on impaired driving.

Why?  Because in 2010, more than 10,000 people died in motor vehicle traffic crashes in which a driver or motorcycle rider was driving impaired at or over the legal blood alcohol concentration limit of .08.  

That’s one person every 51 minutes that died needlessly in a crash that likely could have been prevented if alcohol wasn’t involved.  

During the 2010 Labor Day weekend (6 p.m. Sept. 3 - 5:59 a.m. Sept. 7) 147 people were killed nationwide in crashes involving drivers or motorcycle riders with BACs of .08 or higher.

That’s why [law enforcement agency] is joining nearly 10,000 law enforcement agencies nationwide to crackdown on anyone caught driving impaired beginning mid-August through Labor Day.  

Our efforts will include [sobriety checkpoints, saturation patrols, etc], and if we catch you driving impaired, you will face serious consequences.  

While you may think this nightmare could never happen to you, the fact is that alcohol impaired driving fatalities accounted for 31 percent of all motor vehicle traffic fatalities in the United States in 2010.  This means thousands of people are knowingly breaking the law each year by driving impaired, resulting in tragic and fatal consequences.  

Unfortunately, the stories are all too real. Folks go out and have one drink too many, then decide to get behind the wheel anyway.  Later, they are pulled over, arrested and taken to jail.  They lose their driver’s license, and are embarrassed in their personal and professional life.  They can face severe financial consequences, such as rising insurance rates, attorney fees, court costs, lost time at work and potential job loss.  

But these are the best case scenarios.  Too often, the stories are much, much worse…because the impaired driver causes a crash that either claims their life -- or the lives of family, friends or other innocent victims.  

Arriving at the scene of tragic crashes like these never gets easier for law enforcement, especially since so many of these crashes involve young people.  

Among drivers killed in motor vehicle traffic crashes, 18- to 34-year-old drivers had the highest percentage of drivers with BACs of .08 or higher.  

By participating in this national enforcement crackdown, we hope to reduce the number of impaired driving fatalities in our community and make the roads safer for everyone.  
 
Our message during this crackdown, and throughout the year, is clear: “Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over.”  There will be no exceptions, and we will not accept any excuses.  You will be stopped and arrested if you drive impaired.  
 
So please remember, “Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over” this summer and throughout the year.  We will be out in force.  We will be watching.  It’s your choice, but it’s our duty.
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