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National [New Tagline] Crackdown

August 19 to September 5, 2010


[New Tagline] (August 19 to September 5, 2011) is an annual nationwide enforcement effort to crack down on impaired driving and reduce roadway fatalities. This year’s crackdown is supported by $14 million in paid national advertising to help put motorists on notice that if they are caught driving while impaired, they will be arrested. The national ads, produced by the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration in English and Spanish, are targeted at young male drivers and motorcycle riders, who are the most common perpetrators of this deadly crime.

Key Messages: 

· Alcohol-impaired driving is a deadly crime that’s still prevalent throughout America and is especially common among young males 21 to 34 years old.

· To crack down on alcohol-impaired driving — which is especially common in the summer — police in every State and most U.S. towns and cities will be out in record numbers from mid-August through Labor Day (August 19–September 5).


Statistics: 

· All 50 States, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico have established a threshold making it illegal per se to drive with a blood alcohol concentration of .08 grams per deciliter or higher.

· Yet 10,839 people in 2009 were killed in U.S. highway crashes involving a driver or motorcycle rider with an illegal BAC of .08 g/dL or higher, according to NHTSA statistics. 

· In 2009, 8,976 people 21 to 34 years old were killed in motor vehicle traffic crashes. Of those, 47 percent (4,206) were killed in alcohol-impaired driving crashes.

· Alcohol impairment among drivers involved in fatal crashes was four times higher at night than during the day (37% versus 9%). 
 
· Thirty-one percent of drivers involved in fatal crashes on weekends were alcohol-impaired, compared with 16 percent during the weekdays.

· In 2009, 32 percent of fatalities in motor vehicle traffic crashes involved drivers or motorcycle riders with BACs of .08 or above — an average of one fatality every 48 minutes. 

· The percentage of drivers with BACs of .08 or above involved in fatal crashes in 2009 was highest for motorcycle riders (29 percent), followed by drivers of light trucks (23 percent) and passenger cars (23 percent). 

· Forty-three percent of the 2,291 motorcycle riders who died in single-vehicle crashes had BACs of .08 or above.

· The age groups of 45 to 49 and 40 to 44 had the highest percentages of impaired (BAC of .08 or higher) motorcycle riders killed in fatal crashes — 41 percent and 38 percent, respectively.  


Soundbites:
	
· Impaired driving is not an accident — it’s an epidemic of careless disregard for human life. 

· Each year, nearly 12,000 people die on our roads due to impaired driving. That would be equal to about 30 jumbo jets crashing each year.

· No one should ever get that late-night phone call from the police telling you your loved one has died due to an impaired driver.  
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