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 (
Insert Your Logo Here
) A PROCLAMATION LETTER

[Insert Address Block]


Dear [insert Governor, Mayor, etc.],

I am writing to encourage you to issue a proclamation declaring September 18 to September 24, 2011, as “Child Passenger Safety Week” in [insert City/State]. The annual safety week is even more important for parents and caregivers this year as the U.S. Department of Transportation’s National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) recently released new car seat guidelines for children 12 and under.

Every year, thousands of children are tragically injured or killed in motor vehicle traffic crashes. In fact, motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of death for children in the United States, ages 1 through 12.  

Sponsored by NHTSA, Child Passenger Safety Week urges parents and caregivers to visit their local car seat inspection station to have a certified child passenger safety technician inspect their child’s car seat and provide free hands-on advice and instruction. 

Sadly, nearly 3 out of 4 child safety seats are not used properly, which places children at a tremendous and unnecessary risk when traveling. Many parents and caregivers also move their children up to the next restraint type too soon. That’s why hands-on instruction at an inspection station is so important. Parents and caregivers need to make certain they and their kids are buckled up properly every trip, every time. Proper use will help reduce the number of deaths and injuries occurring on America’s roadways.

[bookmark: _GoBack]We hope you will grant us the honor of such a proclamation, as recognition of its importance is critical to the safety of our most precious resource, our children.

Sincerely,

[Insert Name]
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