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Would Your Child’s Car Seat Pass Inspection?

Securing your children properly in age- and size-appropriate car seats is the most effective thing you can do to protect them in the event of a crash. In fact, in motor vehicle crashes proper use of car seats and seat belts reduce the risk of fatal injury considerably. 

Among child passengers under age 4, child restraints saved the lives of an estimated 309 children in 2009 alone. Also during that year, 754 children 12 and younger were killed in motor vehicle traffic crashes while riding in a passenger car or light truck.  Among those children who died, 42 percent were not restrained in car seats, booster seats, or seat belts. Many of these tragedies could have been prevented if the children were restrained.  

Because car seats and boosters save lives, all 50 states, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico require their use. Even so, motor vehicle traffic crashes remain the leading cause of death for children ages 1 through 12. 

The good news is that a majority of parents buckle up their children in car seats, booster seats, or seat belts. However, according to the U.S. Department of Transportation’s National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), nearly 3 out of 4 car seats are not used properly, which is a tremendous risk when traveling. 

That’s where NHTSA’s Child Passenger Safety Week can help. This annual campaign focuses on increasing awareness of these issues, and provides parents and caregivers with resources and information to better protect all child passengers.

 For a car seat to do its job right, it has to be: 
· Appropriate for your child’s age and size;
· Installed properly; and
· Adjusted to fit your child securely.

If you’re a parent or caregiver, don’t miss the many free Child Passenger Safety Week events being held at locations nationwide September 18-24. The week’s activities conclude on September 24 with National Seat Check Saturday. For this annual event, parents can visit a free local car seat inspection event to have a certified child passenger safety technician inspect their car seat and provide hands-on advice and instruction. 
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Even if you’ve had your child’s car seat inspected before, it never hurts to have a refresher, especially with NHTSA’s newly released car seat recommendations. It could mean the difference between life and death. Visit www.nhtsa.gov or call 888-327-4236 to find your local inspection station. You can also “like” us on facebook.com/childpassengersafety to receive tips and more from parents, advocates and experts, or follow @childseatsafety on Twitter.

Remember: All child passengers 12 and younger should ride properly restrained in the back seat, where they are safest — every trip, every time. 
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