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This Thanksgiving, Buckle Up or Pay Up…
Click It or Ticket Cracking Down on Those Not Buckling Up

· Remember to wear your seat belt this Thanksgiving as law enforcement agencies across the country are prepared to ticket anyone not buckled up…no warnings and no excuses.  Click It or Ticket.
· [Local Organization] is teaming with local and state law enforcement officers and highway safety advocates across the country in an effort to increase seat belt use and save lives on our roadways by strictly enforcing the law.
· The law in [City/County/State] requires seat belt use for [insert information about seat belt law here], and those who choose to break the law will face [insert penalties here]. 
· Wearing a seatbelt is the single most effective way to save your life and the lives of your loved ones while on the road this Thanksgiving holiday. 
· According to the U.S. Department of Transportation’s National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA), seat belts saved more than 12,500 lives nationwide in 2010 alone. 
· With proper seat belt use, research shows that the risk of fatal injury to front seat passenger car occupants is reduced by 45 percent, and the risk of moderate to serious injury is reduced by 50 percent.  
· Nationally in 2010, 51 percent of the 22,187 passenger vehicle occupants who were killed in motor vehicle crashes were NOT wearing seat belts at the time of their fatal crashes.
· During the 2010 Thanksgiving holiday (which ran from 6 p.m., Wednesday, November 24, to 5:59 a.m., Monday, November 29) 337 passenger vehicle occupants were killed in motor vehicle traffic crashes nationwide, and 55 percent of those killed were unbelted at the time of the crash.  
· Nighttime hours are the most dangerous.  In 2010 nationally, 61 percent of the 10,647 passenger vehicle occupants who were killed in motor vehicle traffic crashes overnight (6 p.m. to 5:59 a.m.) were not wearing their seat belts at the time of the fatal crash, compared to 42 percent during the daytime hours. 
· Unfortunately, nighttime fatalities spike over the Thanksgiving holiday. During the 2010 Thanksgiving holiday weekend, 64 percent of the passenger vehicle occupants killed in crashes were unbelted, while only 41 percent of daytime fatalities during those same days involved unbelted passenger vehicle occupants. 
· Remember, Click It or Ticket. For more information, please visit www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov. 
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