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Sample News Release
Announcing Group Commitment to Campaign


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:  [Date]
CONTACT: [Name, Phone, E-mail Address]

Note:  Before filling in the names of the organization and organization spokesperson(s), you MUST contact them to obtain their permission to use their names in this press release.  You must also get their permission for the language used in their quotes, and any changes or additions they may require must be made before distribution of the release.

[Local Group] Announces Support for Buckle Up America Campaign
Gives Commitment to Spread the Message That Seat Belts Save Lives to All Residents, 
Especially Members of the African-American Community

[City, State]—As fatalities on our nation’s roadways hit record lows, the U.S. is also seeing record numbers of people buckling up.  Sadly, in 2008, the National Occupant Protection Use Survey** reported that 75 percent of Blacks regularly wore their seat belts, falling 8 percentage points below the national average.  That’s why [Local Group] is announcing its commitment to help reverse this deadly trend.
“Too many African-Americans are dying in motor vehicle crashes and we want to work with the local African-American community to save lives,” said [Local Group leader].  “We want to make sure everyone understands that wearing a seat belt is the best defense against death and injury in the unfortunate case of a motor vehicle crash.”
According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, more than 2,500 African-American passenger vehicle occupants died in motor vehicle crashes in 2008 and 65 percent of those were not wearing their seat belts at the time of the crashes.*  
“We are committed to sharing this important message with all of our members and residents of our community,” said [Local Group Leader]. “We would like to encourage other groups and businesses to join the campaign as well.”
Remember, Buckle Up America, and encourage your friends and loved ones to do the same. You could save their lives. For more information, visit www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov/bua/index.cfm.
 (
Insert Your Logo Here
)
###

*According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, all numbers and percentages referencing belted or unbelted fatalities are based on “Known Usage.”
** The National Occupant Protection Use Survey (NOPUS) is the only nationwide probability-based observational survey of seat belt use in the United States. The survey observes usage as it actually occurs at a random selection of roadway sites, and so provides the best tracking of the extent to which passenger vehicle occupants in this country are buckling up. To find out more about the NOPUS data, please see the document on Seat Belt Use in 2008 – Demographic Results. http://www-nrd.nhtsa.dot.gov/Pubs/811183.pdf . Data collectors determine race by observation only.
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