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SAMPLE PRE-EVENT PRESS RELEASE

“NO REFUSAL WEEKEND”

CONTACT: [Name, Phone Number, E-mail]

Note:  Before filling in the names of the organization and organization spokesperson, you MUST contact them to obtain their permission to use their names in this press release, and you must get their approval for the language used in their quotes, and any changes or additions they may require.  Only after this is done can you send out the press release.

[Agency/Office/Organization] Launches

“No Refusal Weekend”

All Arrested Impaired Drivers Will Be Tested

For Immediate Release

Contact: 

Phone:

[City, State]-To combat the often deadly consequences of impaired driving, the [Agency/Office] will be out in force this weekend cracking down on impaired drivers.

This latest enforcement crackdown is one of a series of “No Refusal Weekends.” They are called that because all suspected impaired drivers stopped who refuse to take a routine breath test will be subject to a court-ordered blood test instead. 

“Impaired driving remains a major public safety threat that still claims thousands of innocent lives on our roadways every year. No Refusal Weekends represent one more step in our battle against this serious problem,” said [Local Official]. 

In [City, State], as well as in the rest of the country, anyone driving with a blood alcohol concentration (BAC) of .08 grams per deciliter or higher is considered legally impaired.  Many impaired drivers refuse to submit to BAC testing in an attempt to avoid—or have reduced—the criminal sanctions they could face upon conviction. 

BAC test refusals are increasing around the nation. In a 2012 report, Breath Test Refusals and their Effect on Prosecution (NHTSA Report No. DOT HS 811 551 available at http://www.nhtsa.gov/staticfiles/nti/pdf/811551.pdf), State refusal rates ranged from 1.0 percent to 81 percent, with an average refusal rate of 20.9 percent.   In this jurisdiction, the refusal rate is [insert refusal rate]. 

The “No Refusal Weekend” is designed to address this issue. Law enforcement agencies work in coordination with prosecutors and judges to quickly obtain warrants for blood draws for drivers who refuse alcohol breath testing. With the approval of a judge, a person suspected of impaired driving who unlawfully refuses to provide a breath sample is subject to blood testing at the scene, at a medical facility, or at the nearest jail facility. The program helps ensure that prosecutors obtain the scientific evidence needed to effectively prosecute cases involving impaired driving. 

According to the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration, there were 10,228 alcohol-impaired-driving fatalities in the United States in 2010.
###
[image: image1.jpg]