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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: [Date]	Comment by Author: This is a sample news release.

Insert: Date
Insert: Contact info
CONTACT: [Name, Phone Number, Email Address]

NHTSA Urges Drivers:	Comment by Author: Option: You can include your state/location organization name too:
NHTSA and {State/Local Organization} Remind...
Click It or Ticket
Have a Fine Thanksgiving, Not a Thanksgiving Fine

[City, State] — This Thanksgiving holiday, [State/Local Law Enforcement] is teaming up with the U.S. Department of Transportation’s National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHTSA) on a high-visibility Click It or Ticket seat belt awareness campaign. [Insert Enforcement Start and End Date], the law enforcement community will be working together to reduce the number of fatalities that occur when vehicle passengers fail to buckle up. If they spot an unbelted driver, they will pull the driver over and issue a ticket.	Comment by Author: Insert: City, State
During the Thanksgiving holiday weekend in 2022 (6 p.m. on Wednesday, November 23, to 5:59 a.m. on Monday, November 28), there were 326 passenger vehicle occupants killed in traffic crashes across the nation, and 43% (141) were unrestrained. Not wearing a seat belt proved to be deadly at any time of the day during the holiday weekend: 47% of those killed in nighttime crashes were unbuckled, and 38% of those killed in daytime crashes also were unbuckled. These deaths represent needless tragedies for families across America and may have been prevented with the simple click of a seat belt. 	Comment by Author: Localize: We encourage you to insert your local/state statistics related to this topic. 
If using these national statics, please check for any updated stats at https://www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov/safety-topics/seat-belt-safety#4341
“Buckle your seat belt to stay safe and to stay legal,” said [Local Law Enforcement Official]. “Whether you’re driving cross-country or across the street, whether it is day or night, and no matter the type of vehicle, it is essential that both drivers and passengers wear a seat belt. The bottom line is this: That seat belt may very well mean the difference between life and death. This Thanksgiving, and every day of the year, remember: Click It or Ticket.”	Comment by Author: Before filling in the names of the organization and organization spokesperson, you must contact them for permission to use their names in this news release. Also, you must get their approval for the language of their quotations, and any changes or additions they may require. Only after this is done should you issue the news release. 
In [State/Jurisdiction], the law requires [insert seat belt law specifics], and violations are punishable by [insert penalties].
For more information about traveling safely this Thanksgiving, please visit www.nhtsa.gov/risky-driving/seat-belts. 
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