
Everyone Is a Pedestrian
Join the U.S. Department of Transportation’s National Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s safety initiative to educate the public about the importance of pedestrian safety. 

Talking Points
[bookmark: _Hlk122087992]Overview
· [bookmark: _Hlk192245371]Whether walking to work, school, errands, or just for exercise, at some point in the day, everyone is a pedestrian. 
· When it comes to keeping pedestrians safe, everyone has a responsibility — pedestrians, drivers, and all those who use our roads.
[bookmark: _Hlk159940528]For Pedestrians
· Follow the rules of the road and obey signs and signals at all times.
· Walk on sidewalks whenever they are available. If there is no sidewalk, walk facing traffic and as far from traffic as possible.
· Always cross at a crosswalk. If a crosswalk or intersection is not available, locate a well-lit area where you have the best view of traffic. 
· Do not rely on others to keep you safe; make eye contact with drivers when possible and wait for a clear, complete stop before crossing.
· Children under 10 are not to cross the street alone. Encourage children to find a walking buddy, and let children know who can help them cross the street safely — generally adults or siblings over the age of 12.
· Make a walkability checklist. Walk with family and friends in your community to determine safe and unsafe features on your walk, who uses the walkways, and note any other concerns. More information about improving community walkways may be found at NHTSA.gov/WalkabilityChecklist.  
For Drivers
· Drivers must slow down and always watch for pedestrians. When approaching a crosswalk, yield to pedestrians and give plenty of room around crosswalks so that other vehicles may see them, too.
· Exercise extra caution at nighttime or in bad weather, since pedestrians can be harder to see and may appear suddenly.
· Follow the speed limit, especially around people on the street, in school zones, and in neighborhoods where children are present.
· Be extra cautious when backing up and look for pedestrians.
Stats 	Comment by Author: Localize: We encourage you to insert your local/state statistics related to this topic. For national statics, click the below links. 
https://www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov/safety-topics/pedestrian-safety#1916

For more information, visit NHTSA.gov/PedestrianSafety. 
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