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Rules for the Road
Join the U.S. Department of Transportation’s National Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s safety initiative to educate the public about the importance of teen driver safety.

Talking Points
[bookmark: _Hlk122087992]For Teens
· [bookmark: _Hlk192245371]Motor vehicle crashes are a leading cause of death for teens (15-18 years old) in the United States.
· Data shows that, for teens (15-18 years old), some of the greatest dangers in the vehicle while driving include alcohol consumption, inconsistent or no seat belt use, distracted driving, speeding, and driving with passengers. Remember the rules of the road:
· Don’t Drive Impaired: Drinking before the age of 21 is illegal in every state, and alcohol and driving should never mix, no matter your age. Remember that drugs — illegal, prescription, or over-the-counter medications — can also impair driving and have deadly consequences. 
· Buckle Up — Every Trip, Every Time: Before you start your motor vehicle, check to make sure everyone is buckled correctly — front seat and back. 
· Don’t Drive Distracted: You should never text, dial, or use mobile apps while driving. Other passengers, audio and climate controls, and eating or drinking while driving are also examples of dangerous distractions when driving. 
· Follow the Posted Speed Limit: Speeding is a critical issue for all drivers, especially for teens who lack the experience to react to changing roadway circumstances. Remember: The faster you drive, the longer it will take to stop. 
· Limit Passengers: With each passenger in the vehicle, your risk of a deadly crash goes up. Many states have laws for new teen drivers about how many passengers can be in the vehicle, or who is allowed to ride with a teen driver. 
· Talk to your parents/guardians about safe driving year-round. If parents or guardians are discussing safe driving habits, make sure you listen — don’t tune them out. 
[bookmark: _Hlk159940528]Stats 	Comment by Author: Localize: We encourage you to insert your local/state statistics related to this topic. For national statics, click the below links. 
https://www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov/safety-topics/teen-driver-safety#3396
For more information, visit NHTSA.gov/TeenDriverSafety.
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