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CONTACT: [Name, Phone Number, Email Address]

NHTSA Reinforces Its Message to Drivers This Winter Holiday Season:
Buzzed Driving Is Drunk Driving

[bookmark: _Hlk199430539][bookmark: _Hlk199430571][City, State] — As winter holiday events fill the calendar and roads grow busy, the U.S. Department of Transportation’s National Highway Traffic Safety Administration reminds all drivers that Buzzed Driving Is Drunk Driving. The safety of everyone on the road this holiday season depends on drivers being sober or arranging a sober ride, without exception. In 2024, one person was killed every 44 minutes in a drunk-driving crash on our nation's roads.	Comment by Author: Insert: City, State	Comment by Author: Option: You can include your state/location organization name too:
The Department of Transportation’s National Highway Traffic Safety Administration and {State/Local Organization} remind...
Drinking and driving is illegal and dangerous behavior that affects communities across the United States, particularly during the winter holidays and other festive seasons. In the combined Decembers of 2020 through 2024, there were 4,994 fatalities in traffic crashes involving a drunk driver, with a blood alcohol concentration of .08 g/dL or higher. In December 2024 alone, there were 934 alcohol-impaired driving fatalities. Male drivers (22%) were more likely to be involved in fatal alcohol-impaired crashes than female drivers (18%). Drivers ages 21-34 (27%) were most likely to be involved in fatal alcohol-impaired crashes.	Comment by Author: Localize: We encourage you to insert your local/state statistics related to this topic. If using these national statistics, please check for any updated stats at https://www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov/safety-topics/drunk-driving/buzzed-driving-drunk-driving/winter-holidays#7336
“Driving under the effects of alcohol can destroy lives in a split second. There is no place on our roads for impaired driving—not during a season meant for community, family and celebration, and not at any other time,” said [Local Official]. “Celebrating responsibly starts with a comitment before the drinking begins to stay sober behind the wheel or to arrange for a sober ride. Any amount of impairment puts lives at risk. Sober drivers protect every life on the road. We are partnering with NHTSA to remind drivers that Buzzed Driving Is Drunk Driving,” [he/she] added.	Comment by Author: Before filling in the names of the organization and organization spokesperson, you must contact them for permission to use their names in this news release. Also, you must get their approval for the language of their quotations, and any changes or additions they may require. Only after this is done should you issue the news release. 
Local authorities urge everyone to celebrate the holiday season safely by making a plan before the festivities begin. The most important step is to arrange for a sober ride in advance—whether that means designating a sober driver, using a taxi service, or booking a rideshare. Because alcohol impairs judgement, designated drivers should be ready to help anyone who did not plan ahead by making sure they have a safe, sober way home. Community members are also encouraged to report suspected impaired drivers to local law enforcement. 
[bookmark: _Hlk239782961]For more information on impaired driving, visit NHTSA.gov/DrunkDriving.
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