Eyes Forward. Don’t Drive Distracted.
Join the U.S. Department of Transportation’s National Highway Traffic Safety Administration’s safety initiative to educate the public about the danger of distracted driving and help spread the message: Eyes Forward. Don’t Drive Distracted.

Talking Points
[bookmark: _52ornxqj5g33]General
· When you're behind the wheel, nothing is more important than focusing on the road. Distracted driving is any action that pulls your full attention away from driving.
· Using a cell phone or mobile device while driving is a risk to yours and other people’s lives — including other vehicles, pedestrians, and bicyclists.
· Texting while driving is illegal in 49 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, Guam, the Northern Mariana Islands, and the U.S. Virgin Islands.  
· 30 states ban mobile devices while driving. The District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, Guam, the Northern Mariana Islands, and the U.S. Virgin Islands also have bans.
· 36 states and the District of Columbia have laws that make it illegal for newer and inexperienced drivers to use cell phones while behind the wheel.
[bookmark: _yqrg5nt3iidn]Safety Tips for Drivers
· If you receive a text or need to send one, pull over and park safely before responding. 
· Let your passenger handle calls and texts for you as your “designated texter.” 
· Do not scroll on social media or send messages while driving. 
· Break that bad habit of texting while driving. Use the “Do Not Disturb” feature or put your cell phone in the trunk, glove box, or back seat to help.
· Set an example for your friends and family. Put your phone away while driving, even if you see others using theirs.
· Listen to your passengers: If they see you texting while driving and tell you to put your phone away, do it. 
Safety Tips for Passengers
· Speak up if your friends are texting while driving — tell them to stop. 
· Offer to make calls or respond to messages for the driver.
[bookmark: _tdwb7wlwvkrf]Stats 	Comment by Author: Localize: We encourage you to insert your local/state statistics related to this topic. For national statics, click the below links. 
https://www.trafficsafetymarketing.gov/safety-topics/distracted-driving#4926
For more information, visit URL NHTSA.gov/DistractedDriving.
